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ABOUT US

The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Westside Coalition was founded in 1986, as a community partnership with
the City of Santa Monica, Santa Monica College, Westside Interfaith Council, NAACP Santa Monica Venice Branch,
Neighborhood Resource Development Corporation, Temple Beth Shir Shalom, NCC]J (which became the Human
Relations Council of Santa Monica Bay Area) and others.

Today the coalition is a nonprofit organization comprised of a diverse group of volunteers including individual
community members, churches, institutions, community organizations, and businesses.

MISSION STATEMENT

To educate adults and youth,

To inspire community participation, and
To promote t?;e ideals of
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
for understanding, knowledge and healing

VISION

To remind the community of Dr. King’s challenge to bring peace, hope, love and dignity
to all peoples of the earth, and Dr. King’s vision of a worldwide communtiy
that respects and values all people,
presses for social and economic justice, and counters racism, sexism and intolerance
through nonviolent action.






1986

1987

1988

1989

1990

I99I

1992

1993

1994

1995

1996

Norma Gonzales, The Gas Co.
We Have A Dream

Nathaniel Trives, Former Mayor, City of
Santa Monica
Celebrate The Dream

Rev. Clarence Jefferson Davis, Jr.,
Calvary Baptist Church
Living The Dream, Let Freedom Ring

Pastor Lydia Waters, Compton
Methodist Church
Living The Dream, Let Freedom Ring

Dr. Richard Moore,
Superintendent/President, Santa Monica
College

We Still Have A Dream

Rev. Bernice King, CEO, The King Center
Sharing Our Dreams: On the Road to
the Mountaintop

John E. Jacob, President/CEOQ,
National Urban League
Education:The Road to Freedom

Rev. Dr. James M. Lawson, Holman
United Methodist Church

Fulfill The Dream Now: Education,
Equality and Justice for All

Dr. Paul Cummins, Crossroads School,
Dr. Sylvia Roussea, SMMUSD and
Cheryl Miller, USC Basketball and
TNT sportscaster

From Dreams to Reality: Undoing
Racism

Hugh B. Price, President/CEQ,
National Urban League

Commitment to The Dream: Community

& World Unity

Walter J. Leonard, President (Ret.),
Fisk University
Sleeping through the Revolution

1997

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

John Bryant, President/CEO,
Operation Hope
Passing the Torch: Are you Ready?

Joe R. Hicks, Executive Director,
Los Angeles City Human Relations
Commission

His Dream, His Hope: Our Challenge

Angela E. Oh, President Clinton’s
Initiative on Race

Why We Won’t Wait: Education, Jobs,
Justice, Peace, Community Now!

Donzaleigh Abernathy,

Actress/Activist

Hate Against Hate Has Not Worked:
Give a Hug, Give Love

Dr. Carolyn Jefferson-Jenkins,
National League of Women Voters
Unity and Diversity

Father Michael D. Gutierrez, Pastor,
Saint Anne’s Catholic Church

A Man and His Impact on Contemporary

Society

Dr. Sylvia Rousseau, District 1 Area
Superintendent, LAUSD
Soul and Spirit of the Man

The Honorable Judge Dorothy Nelson,
United States Court of Appeals, gth Circuit

Marching Backwards: Trampling Our
Civil Rights

HISTORY

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

Paul Cummins, Founding
Headmaster, Crossroads School
State of the Union: A Time For
Love Not Hate

For Understanding Not Anger
A Time for Peace Not War

Yolanda King, Founder, Higher

Ground Productions

Remember, Celebrate, Act: A Day On,
Not A Day Off

Dr. Lawrence Edward Carter, Sr.,
Morehouse College

“Peace is not absence of violence
It is the presence of justice”

Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh, Yale

University Emeritus and Dr. Wilma M. Ellis,

Chair, Women on the Move

“We have flown the air like birds
and swum the sea like fishes but
have yet to learn the simple act

of walking the earth like brothers”

The Honorable Anwarul K. Chowdhury,
Former Under-Secretary-General And High
Representative of the United Nations

“Be the Change You Want to See In

the World”

Dr. Adena Williams Loston,
President, St. Phillip’s College
“For Hope to Become Reality:
We Must All Do Our Share”

Val Zavala, Vice President, SoCal
Connected KCET LA
“Democracy is Not a Spectator
Sport: We Must Act Now!”

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

Congresswoman Janice Hahn,
36th California District
Peace Begins with Me

Nathaniel Trives, Former Mayor,
City of Santa Monica
Redeem The Dream

Gerald C. Rivers, Entertainer
Unity in Community

Gabriela Rosco, Clergy and Laity
United for Economic Justice—
Los Angeles

“The Fierce Urgency of Now”

Sheila James Kuehl, Los Angeles
County Supervisor, 3rd District
“Peace Requires Justice”

Dr. Kathryn E. Jeffery,
Superintendent/ President,
Santa Monica College
“Stand Against Injustice”

Dr. Tommie C. Smith, 20om
Olympic Gold Medalist, XIX
Olympiad, 1968

“Never Lose Hope: Unity Wins”

Derric Johnson, Founding
Director of the Equity & Justice
Institute

Amanda Gorman, First Youth Poet
Laureate of the United States



THE VILLAGE NATION

Empowerment Through Education

The Village Nation’s (TVN) mission is to eliminate gaps in academic achieve-

ment for African American students by strengthening the capacity of educators,
families, youth, policymakersand communitytoensureracialjustice from PreK-12.

TVN model has consistently produced unprecedented gains in student out-
comes, earning accolades from school stakeholders; local and state superinten-
dents; Yale, Quinnipiac, UCLA and other universities and thoughtleaders. Major
highlights are an appearing on “Oprah” and an invitation by the United Nations
to organize a youth symposium. We have been featured speakers at professional
and community conferences and media coverage in the Los Angeles Times, on
PBS “Life and Times,” KJLH radio and Fox News, as well as Kappan magazine.

COMMUNITY LIGHT AWARD



KEYNOTE SPEAKER

TAMIKA L. BUTLER

Tamika L. Butler is a national expert and speaker on issues related to the built environment, equity,
anti-racism, diversity and inclusion, organizational behavior, and change management. From speaking,
to writing, to training, Tamika has worked with a myriad of clients. As the Principal and

Founder of Tamika L. Butler Consulting she focuses on shining a light on inequality, inequity, and social
justice. She provides consulting, training, coaching, and public speaking for a wide range of organiza-
tions in the public and private sectors.

Most recently, she was the Director of Planning, California and the Director of Equity and Inclusion at
Toole Design. Previously, Tamika served as the Executive Director of the Los Angeles Neighborhood
Land Trust, a non-profit organization that addresses social and racial equity, and wellness, by building
parks and gardens in park-poor communities across Greater Los Angeles. Tamika has a diverse back-
ground in law, community organizing and nonprofit leadership. Recently she was the Executive Director
of the Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition (LACBC). Prior to leading LACBC, Tamika was the Direc-
tor of Social Change Strategies at Liberty Hill Foundation, and she worked at Young Invincibles as the
California Director.

She transitioned to policy work after litigating for three years as an employment lawyer at Legal Aid
Society-Employment Law Center. Tamika previously served as the co-chair of the National Center for
Lesbian Rights Board of Directors, serves as the Institute Co-Director of the New Leaders Council - Los
Angeles, is a board member of both Lambda Literary Foundation and T.R.U.S.T. South LA, and is an
advisory board member for the Legal Aid Society-Employment Law Center’s Fair Play for Girls in Sports
program. Tamika received her J.D. from Stanford Law School, and received her B.A. in Psychology and
B.S. in Sociology in her hometown of Omaha, Nebraska.



KEYNOTE SPEAKER

CONGRESSMEMBER KAREN BASS
REP. 37TH DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA

Congressmember Karen Bass was re-elected to her sixth term representing the 37th Congressional
District in November 2020. Congressmember Bass serves on the House Committee on Foreign Affairs
where she is the Chair of the Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health, Global Human Rights and Inter-
national Organizations. She also chairs the House Judiciary Subcommittee on Crime and Terrorism,
where she is active in working to craft sound criminal justice reform policies. Upon arriving in Con-
gress, Chairwoman Bass founded the bipartisan Congressional Caucus on Foster Youth.

Congressmember Bass served as the Chair of the Congressional Black Caucus in 2019 and 2020.
During her tenure, the Congressional Black Caucus worked with the Congressional Hispanic, Asian
Pacific Islander, and Native American Caucuses to demand a targeted response to the COVID-19
pandemic and initiate a national needs assessment for communities of color. She also introduced the
George Floyd Justice in Policing Act - the most transformative piece of policing legislation to ever pass
in a chamber of Congress.

Prior to her election to Congress, Chairwoman Bass served in the California State Assembly, where in
2008, she made history by becoming the first-ever African-American woman in U.S. history to serve as
Speaker of any state legislature. Under her leadership, the State Assembly came together to address
the financial emergency with legislation to help

Californians affected by the economic crisis. For her action, she was one of four legislative leaders
awarded the John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award in 2010.

In the early 1990s, she convened a small group of community organizers, both African American and
Latino, and founded Community Coalition, an organization to transform the social and economic
conditions in South Los Angeles that foster addiction, crime, violence and poverty by building a
community institution that involves thousands in creating, influencing and changing public policy.
She worked as a Physician Assistant and as a clinical instructor at the USC Keck School of Medicine
Physician Assistant Program.

Congressmember Bass grew up in the Venice/Fairfax area of Los Angeles, which is the same area she
represents today in Congress. She is a graduate of Cal State Dominguez Hills, the University of
Southern California’s School of Medicine Physician Assistant Program, and the USC Masters Program
in Social Work.




2021 EDUCATION AWARD RECIPIENT
ALEJANDRA HERNANDEZ

SANTA MONICA HIGH SCHOOL

Alejandra Hernandez is a senior at Santa Monica
High School. She is a talented and passionate dancer.
Her family and her faith are the two most important
things in her life. From her family, she has learned the

power of love, which holds her family together. Faith,
justice, and mercy are the three things she learned
from her church. She applies the four values of faith,
justice, mercy, and love to her daily life, which she
says makes her a better person and attributes to her
enjoying a happy life.




2021 EDUCATION AWARD RECIPIENT

NORA CAZENAVE
CROSSROADS HIGH SCHOOL

Nora Cazenave is a student at Crossroads High School.
She loves being involved with activities at her school,
swimming, reading, hiking, and spending time with
family and friends. She organized a Black Lives Matter
protest this past summer, is the co-president of an affinity
group for Multi-Racial Students at Crossroads and is part
of a student group working with admissions to increase the
school's diversity. Nora is passionate about social and
environmental justice, educational equity, writing,

and marine biology, and is excited about attending
college next fall.



2021 EDUCATION AWARD RECIPIENT

BRENDEN EVANS
CULVER CITY HIGH SCHOOL

Brenden Evans is a four-year honor roll senior at
Culver City High School. He is an avid baseball
player and a member of the Black Student Union.
Brenden has volunteered at the Ride to Fly Horse
Therapy Program for the last three years. He attends
University Christian Church where he assists with
the children’s ministry and Vacation Bible School.
Brenden enjoys playing the trumpet and spending
time with friends. He plans to attend a four-year
college after graduation, where he will major in
engineering and continue playing baseball. Brenden
ultimately aspires to become a civil engineer.



2021 EDUCATION AWARD RECIPIENT
JACOB SCRANTON-BELGARDE

Jacob Scranton-Belgarde enjoys math and science.
He is a senior at Venice High School and his goal is to
attend college and study engineering and/or architec-
ture. He enjoys community service and sports, mainly
baseball and hockey. He often provides peer tutoring

to younger students on various subjects. He assists
older adults with developing their computer skills and
provides them with caregiving support as needed.
Jacob loves traveling domestically and internationally.
Jacob intends on applying Dr. Martin Luther King Jrs
Six Principles of Nonviolence to his daily life and to
his future educational goals.

VENICE HIGH SCHOOL




2021 EDUCATION AWARD RECIPIENT




2021 EDUCATION AWARD RECIPIENT

TAJ-JAMAAL DUGAR MUHAMMAD
CROSSROADS HIGH SCHOOL

Taj-Jamaal “TJ” Dugar Muhammad is a senior at Crossroads
High School. He grew up in Inglewood, California. He has
played sports most of his life and is best at basketball and foot-
ball. Since Crossroads does not have a football team, he had to
give up one of the sports he loved. At Crossroads, T] discov-
ered a new passion, his voice. After experiencing his father’s
near-death motorcycle accident, the loss of his uncle and the
divorce of his parents, he had trouble expressing his feelings.
Crossroads taught him different ways to convey his feelings:
one was writing. He started oft with storytelling about growing
up not seeing his mother, since his parents’ divorce, but it did
not seem that he could really express how he truly felt about
things in his life. He gravitated to poetry, which changed his
life. Yet, it was not until he discovered spoken word that he felt
that he was moving towards becoming the best man that he

could be.




2021 EDUCATION AWARD RECIPIENT

ISAIAH WALKER

WEST LOS ANGELES COLLEGE

Isaiah Walker attends West Los Angeles College. He
is a seventeen-year-old photographer. Isaiah enjoys
and appreciates the simple things in life. When he is
not pursuing his goal as a photographer, he enjoys
riding his bike at the beach. Isaiah enjoys art and
chose photography after realizing that he could not
draw. To be precise, he cannot stand creating a piece
of art that takes so long. When viewing painters,
sculptors, sketch artists, you name it, he was thrilled
at what they could conjure. Of course, this made him
quite envious, so he decided to give photography a

chance.




DONORS & SPONSORS

FRIENDS

Lizbeth M. and Dale Bell
Dr. Adrain Chevis
Joseph Deering

Bill & Carolyne Edwards
Rachel Feldstein

Norma Harris

Ellis Kirschenbaum

Gil Leib

Carol Meckler

Patrina Miller-Sutton
Parand Youseffi

PATRONS
Linda Alvarez

Gary Avrech

Bahai's of Santa Monica

Tara Barauskas, Community Corp
Darlene Evans

Erin Mills
Beth Guynn

J S Neveau
Bishop Willis Tait, Sr.
The Children's Lifesaving Foundation

BENEFACTORS
Santa Monica Bay Area Human Relations
Council

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
RAND Corporation
Santa Monica College Foundation

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT FAIR
Bahai's of Santa Monica

Brady United to Prevent Gun Violence
Meals on Wheels West

Nat Trives

LILLIE BELL BLAKLEY ENDOWMENT
Nat Trives

Norma Harris

Santa Monica Sister City Association

SUE SCHUERMAN &

SALLY MENDELSOHN AWARD
Anonymous

Norma Harris

Zelda Pollock

Sue Schuerman

REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

EDUCATION AWARDS

Norma Harris

Janis Jones

The Children's Lifesaving Foundation

SAUL MORRISON AWARD
Norma Harris

CLYDE SMITH AWARD
Norma Harris

A SPECIAL THANKYOU

Congressmember Karen Bass

Beth Guynn

Debra Williams, SGI-USA

Dr. Bernice Brown

Dr. Monika White

Fabian Lewkowicz Photography

Fernando Balzan, virtual editor

Gerald Rivers and the Peace Players Drummers

Greg Evans

International Printing and Typesetting

Jeffrey and Michele Prince

Nat Trives

New Roads School

Parand “ Karen” Youssefi

Patrina Miller- Sutton

Rebecca Lantry

Reverend Janet McKeithen, Church in Ocean Park

Reverend Carolyn Baskin-Bell, Fame Church

Santa Monica College Department of Communications
and Media Production,Professor Redelia Shaw,
Professor Gail Fetzer and the students in the Television
Production Class

Santa Monica College

Santa Monica College Associates

Santa Monica College Foundation

Santa Monica High School Choir, Jeffe Huls, Director

Santa Monica Interfaith Council

Santa Monica Symphony

Sarvi Sarvian

Seascape

SGI-USA

Stephanie Rick, We Search Research

Stephanie Sydney

Tamika Butler, Esq, Tamika Butler Consulting
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Marion S. Trikosko, Martin Luther King at press conference, 26 March 1964.
Rowland Scherman, Martin Luther King, Jr. and Mathew Ahmann in a
crowd, Civil Rights March on Washington, D.C., 28 August 1963.

Another Believer, Ahmaud Arbury’s name and slogans on wooden barricade,
Portland, Oregon during George Floyd protests, 3 June 2020. Licensed under
the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International license.
United States Department of Justice, U.S. Marshals escort Ruby Bridges to
and from school, ca. 14 November 1960.

Vasanth Rajkuma, Flowers and tributes placed in front of the Cup Foods in
Minneapolis near where George Floyd was killed, 5 June 2020. Licensed
under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International
license.

Supreme Court of the United States, Ruth Bader Ginsberg portrait, 2016.

Ted Eytan, Mourning the passing of Ruth Bader Ginsburg, at the United States
Supreme Court, g September 2020. Licensed under Licensed under the
Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.0 Generic license.

NASA, Katherine Johnson, NASA employee, mathematician, and physicist,
1966.

NASA, Katherine Johnson in front of the Katherine G. Johnson Computational
Research Facility, 24 February 2020.

U.S. Congress, John Lewis, United States Representative, 13 February 2006.
Official White House Photo by Pete Souza, President Barack Obama hugs
Rep. John Lewis at the 50th anniversary of the March on Selma at the Edmund
Pettus Bridge, 7 March 2015.

Sydney Poore, Memorial for Breonna Taylor in Jefferson Square in Louisville,
Kentucky, 16 August 2020. Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution
Share Alike 4.0 International

Howard Morland, C. T. Vivian addressing the annual convention of the
Association for the Study of African American Life and History in Atlanta,
September 27, 2015. Licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share
Alike 4.0 International license.
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Official White House Photo by Lawrence Jackson, President Barack Obama
awards the 2013 Presidential Medal of Freedom to C. T. Vivian, during a cere
mony in the East Room of the White House, 20 November, 2013.

Ted Eytan, Remembering John Lewis, Washington, DC, 27 July 2020. Licensed
under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.0 Generic license.
National Archives and Records Administration, Young demonstrator at the
Civil Rights March on Washington, 28 August 1963.

U.S. Information Agency. Press and Publications Service, Leaders Marching,
Civil Rights March on Washington, D.C., 28 August 1963.

Rowland Scherman, U.S. Information Agency. Press and Publications Service,
Civil Rights March on Washington, D.C., 28 August 1963.

Warren K. Leffler, Crowds on the Mall, Civil Rights March on Washington,
D.C., 28 August 1963.

Photographer unknown, Martin Luther King Jr. addresses a crowd from the steps
of the Lincoln Memorial, Civil Rights March on Washington, D.C., 28 August 1
1963.

U.S. Information Agency. Press and Publications Service, Crowd at the Civil
Rights March on Washington, D.C., 28 August 1963.

Warren K. Leffler, "They're Pouring in from All Over," Civil Rights March on
Washington, D.C., 28 August 1963.

Rowland Scherman, U.S. Information Agency. Press and Publications Service,
A group of young women at the Civil Rights March on Washington, D.C., 28
August 1963.

U.S. Information Agency. Press and Publications Service, Children near the
Washington Monument at the Civil Rights March on Washington, D.C., 28
August 1963.

U.S. Information Agency. Press and Publications Service, Man wearing a
NAACP hat at the Civil Rights March on Washington, D.C., 28 August 1963.
U.S. Information Agency. Press and Publications Service, Marchers joining hands
at the Civil Rights March on Washington, D.C., 28 August 1963.

U.S. Information Agency. Press and Publications Service, Clergyman holding a
sign that reads "We Demand Voting Rights Now!," Civil Rights March on
Washington, D.C., 28 August 1963.
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U.S. Information Agency. Press and Publications Service, Rosa Parks with 38.  Office of Kamala Harris, Kamala Harris and John Lewis at 55th March on
Martin Luther King, Jr. at the Civil Rights March on Washington, D.C., 28 Selma, 7 March 2020.

August 1963. 39.  Leslie Barlow, Taylan DeJohnette, Maiya Lea Hartman, Mural in

U.S. Information Agency. Press and Publications Service, Odetta performing Minneapolis, Minnesota depicting three Black Americans who were killed
at the Civil Rights March on Washington, D.C., 28 August 1963. by police officers in 2020: George Floyd, Tony McDade, and Breonna Taylor.
Rowland Scherman, U.S. Information Agency. Press and Publications, Service This mural was painted by Leslie Barlow as part of the Creatives After

Joan Baez performing at the Civil Rights March on Washington, D.C., 28 Curfew program organized by Leslie Barlow, Studio 400, and Public

August 1963, with sign hanging near the microphones that reads, "We Shall Functionary. Licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike
Overcome." 4.0 International license.

Rowland Scherman, U.S. Information Agency. Press and Publications Service, 40.  Ted Eytan, DC Street, Washington, DC, 2 September 2020. Licensed under
Joan Baez and Bob Dylan performing at the Civil Rights March on the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.0 Generic license.
Washington, D.C., 28 August 1963. 41.  Christopher Michel, Black Lives Matter Mural San Francisco, 13 June 2020.
U.S. Information Agency. Press and Publications Service, Actors Sidney Poitier, Licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0

Harry Belafonte, and Charlton Heston at the Washington Monument during International license.

the Civil Rights March on Washington, D.C., 28 August 1963. 42.  Maker unknown, Poster for Santa Monica march, 31 May 2020.

Peter Pettus, March from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, 1965. 43.  Michele Wittig, Santa Monica March on Ocean Blvd., 31 May 2020.
Abernathy Family, Dr. Ralph David Abernathy and Mrs. Juanita Abernathy 44.  Beth Ann Guynn, George Floyd Changed the World mural, Star Liquor Store,
follow with Dr. and Mrs. Martin Luther King as the Abernathy children march Santa Monica.

on the front line, leading the Selma to Montgomery march in 1965. 45.  Cosal, "Black Lives Matter" projected onto the facade of the Washington
Stanley Wolfson, Marchers carrying banner "We March with Selma!" on street National Cathedral, 10 June 2020. Licensed under the Creative Commons
in Harlem, New York City, New York, 15 March 1965. Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International license.

Official White House Photo by Pete Souza, President Barack Obama,

First Lady Michelle Obama and the First Family are joined by former Presented by

President George W. Bush, former First Lady Laura Bush, Rep. John Lewis, The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Westside Coalition

D-Ga., former foot soldiers and other dignitaries in marching across the 1515 7th Street, #199, Santa Monica, CA 90401

Edmund Pettus Bridge to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of Bloody Website: www.mlkjrwestside.org; Facebook: mlkwestside.org;

Sunday and the Selma to Montgomery civil rights marches, March 7, 2015. Twitter: @Westsidemlk; Instagram: MLK Westside;
Rhododendrites, George Floyd protest in Grand Army Plaza, June 7, 2020. Email: mlkwestside@icloud.com

Licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0
International license.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT FAIR AT: WWW.MLKJRWESTSIDE.ORG/
COMMUNITY-INVOLVEMENT-FAIR, IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THIS PROGRAM.
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FOLLOW US

2 YouTube

INSTAGRAM FACEBOOK TWITTER YOUTUBE
https.//www.instagram.com/ https://www.facebook.com/ https://twitter.com/ https://youtu.be/QipbEegtlfk
mlkwestside/ mlkwestsidecoalition/ westsidemlk
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